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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


Tue Library Association has begun the Centenary of the Public Libraries Ads’ celebrations 
with an attractive booklet which, we suppose, is now in the hands of many, if not most, of 
our readers. We are to have, we understand, an official, documented history which should 
be worthy of the occasion ; that may come later. The booklet, however, .4 Century of Public 
Library Service, should be made available in every library. To be effective it should go into 
every household—a manifest impossibility on any means at the command of the Library 
\ssociation, since the booklet itself puts the registered borrowers alone at twelve millions, 
and if there are five people to a household, nearly two and a half million copies would be 
required. If it goes to every service point that will involve 23,000. These figures illustrate 
the difficulties of our publicity. The machine is too vast for all its parts to be reached. We 
suppose it will go to every librarian and every member of a library committee—about 6,000 
copies—and that may be a good plan, although that would be sending it to those who are, we 
hope, converted. As for the book itself, it follows the lines of the paper read by Mr. L. R. 
McColvin at Eastbourne last year; it tells our history; shows by graph and figure the 
vast increase in supply to meet demand; deals successively with the various parts of the 
service ; and surveys the future. Its value is as an assessment of book stock, staff and relative 
success and failure and the relation of these to the resources, financial and otherwise, of 
libraries. In 1949 we are spending {1,650,000 on books, if our calculation at 2s. 9d. per 
borrower is correct. This, for the whole population—say 45 millions—is not lavish. These 
and many other useful points are indicated. The work is for domestic consumption, to serve 
as a basis for self-examination. On the physical side it is attractive, is printed on plate paper, 
which brings out brightly the twenty-five illustrations and a graph, which show pleasant 
samples of libraries and readers. As a curious point we find no sign in any of the pictures that 
there are men librarians in public libraries. 
* * * * * * 

It was a pleasure to us to observe that the East of Scotland Branch of the S.L.A. has had 
a joint meeting with Aslib at the Edinburgh Public Library last month. The special librarians, 
as their corresrondence in the L.A. Record lately seems to imply, find many things in the 
atmosphere of the Library Association that are ‘‘ too public library” and are unhelpful to 
them. There is therefore the increasing tendency to regard the L.A. as a purely public library 
concern. This rises in part from the emphasis on public library matters which, until quite 
recently, the examination questions seemed to show. All such difficulties, and they are 
admitted difficulties, are soluble by men and women of goodwill. As Sir Frederick Kenyon 
said (at Edinburgh in 1927), ‘‘ the more we are together the merrier we shall be,” and such 
meetings as the one we notice must help us to find the common ground in librarianship. The 
Library Association was never intended to be a public library concern exclusively or even 
predominantly. 


* * * * * * 


\ correspondent writes to us with some feeling about an advertisement in The Library 
Journal of some fifteen classic novels, which are advocated as being specially suitable for 
libraries. They include Tom Jones, David Copperfield, Pere Goriot, and War and Peace—all 
abridged. They certainly are long novels, and for him who runs and reads these condensations 
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may serve a purpose ; they will at least know that such books exist. No real lover of books 
would look at them. Re-writings are interesting, but different, experiments, as are the recent 
re-constructions of Dickens and G. A. Henty. These are matters that librarians should 
discuss. 

* * * * * * 

There seems to be no end to the beneficent activities of Mr. L. R. McColvin, already 
mentioned in these notes this month. We have a not very intelligent suspicion that A Century 
of Public Library Service was his work. Last month he broke new ground when he took Speech 
Day at the Selhurst Grammar School—of which he is an old boy. He naturally improved the 
occasion in his own special manner. On November 9th he was at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
addressing the joint meeting of the Northern Branch of the L.A. and the A.A.L. of that 
district. Few men have served us so well, and he continues his services with unabated energy. 

* + * * * * 

We noticed, in a Sunday paper recently a gratifying eulogy of a Kent town because it had 
developed those extra community-centre activities which most libraries provide nowadays. 
The refleétion occurs to us, while we congratulate the librarian concerned on a pleasant 
recognition that libraries can be news but seldom are, because so little news is made available, 
although it exists. The ‘‘ news” value of two-line paragraphs such as occur in London 
evening papers, declaring that such and such a library has issued so many thousand more 
books than in the previous year, has started Story hours, a book-week or some, usually quite 
familiar, thing, must be obvious to sub-editors or they would not appear. The local librarian 
may do much to furnish them with such items, but one useful activity for the Centenary Year 
would be a central effort to supply them. Any commendatory mention of libraries, based on 
facts, can have only good results. 

* * * * * * 

Librarians await with considerable interest, and with a little concern, the effects of the 
Government retrenchment schemes associated with the devaluation of the £, v/s a vis the 
Dollar. It has, of course, increased the cost, already too great, of American books, but that is 
only one possibility. The general tightening of purse-strings is inevitable. More than that 
no one has knowledge enough to say at the moment. It is to be hoped that libraries will not 
be called upon to face greater difficulties than are to be borne by other activities and interests. 

* * * + * 

The emergence of a Sixth Edition of Brown’s Manual is an event not without significaace. 
It was announced about ten years ago, but the delays of war, and subsequently of manufacture, 
have only now been overcome. The significance is that throughout the years when it has not 
been in print the demand for it has been continuous, and that in spite of the fayourite pastime 
of denigrating text books which is fairly common. That demand rises from the need we have 
all had for at least one book that lays out the foundations of library activity on a compre- 
hensive plan. This Brown did in 1903, and this his Manua/ continues to do. Like every other 
text-book, it could have been better, but for forty-six years it has had no rival. 

* * * * 

The British Council has presented a collection of some 1,700 books to Potchefstroom 
University College, Transvaal, South Africa, to replace some of the books lost when the entire 
library was destroyed by fire. The collection is part of an exhibition of recent British books 
sent to South Africa by the British Council a year ago, since when it has been shown in the 
big cities and towns of the Union under arrangements made by the United Kingdom 
Information Office in South Africa. 

The books are representative of British book production since the war and the subjects 
cover a wide range, including agriculture, archite¢éture, town planning, medicine, literary 
criticism, the theatre, and technical works, as well as a seleétion of the classics and recent 
fiction. 

Mr. Nicholas Monsarrat, Director of the United Kingdom Information Office in 
Johannesburg, at whose suggestion the presentation was made, visited Potchefstroom 
University College to hand the books over on behalf of the British Council. 

\ section of Fine books which formed part of the exhibition, was not included in the 
presentation, but has been dispatched to Egypt for exhibition there. 
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The Library Schools: A Review and Assessment 


By Wm. B. Paron, F.L.A. (Head, Scottish School of Librarianship) 


One of the most important forward steps towards the achievement of an adequate and efficient 
system of professional education for librarians in Britain was the formation three years ago of 
new schools of librarianship which came into being largely on the initiative of the Library 
\ssociation. In pressing for the establishment of the schools, the Association wisely grasped 
a golden opportunity, for the large numbers of returning ex-service men and women requiring 
facilities for rapid professional rehabilitation constituted an assured clientéle of prospective 
students, virtually guaranteed by the scheme of financial assistance offered by the Government 
in the form of Further Education and Training Grants of adequate, if not over-generous 
proportions. 

It was obvious that in the immediate post-war period at least, the Schools need fear no 
lack of students, but the long-term prospects may have seemed to the pessimists less certain, 
though it was the hope of the Library Association, and the conviction of its enthusiasts that 
the obvious advantages of full-time tuition would ensure that, once established, the schools 
would become permanencies. Still there was the doubt, and the danger period was judged to be 
the time when the flood of ex-service students abated—a time that is already upon us. It is 
heartening that in spite of a steady decrease in the number of ex-service Students, and the 
iikelihood that the present session may see the last of them, the stream of students has been 
maintained, and indeed has increased to such an extent that a new school has recently been 
formed in Middlesex, and there is rumour of the establishment of two others at Birmingham 
and Nottingham. These are hopeful signs, for the available facilities in existing schools 
provide places for only a fraction of the country’s library assistants, and if the method of 
full-time study becomes the normal mode of training (as it ought to be), then still more schools, 
or an expansion of existing ones, will be necessary. 

It should be recognised, however, that one of the main factors responsible for the 
continued healthiness of the schools, and one on which their future maintenance largely 
depends, is the existence of a widespread bursaries scheme on lines much more generous than 
any in the past. Seventy-five per cent. of the present students of the Scottish School of 
Librarianship are in receipt of grants from their local Education Committees, and the majority 
would almost certainly have been unable to undertake the course without such aid. ~The 
policy of State assistance to students on this wide basis is undoubtedly a wise one, but signs 
are not wanting that circumstances may in the near future force its curtailment, and should 
retrenchment take place, the schools of librarianship will inevitably suffer. One wonders, 
therefore, whether this is an appropriate time to add to the numbers of the schools. Better 
a smaller number of flourishing establishments than a large number struggling along with an 
inadequate enrolment of students—a possibility worth pondering. 

The schools have now been established for three years. Their activities and achievements 
have been carefully watched, and a balanced judgment on their value is possible. There was 
in the early days a belief, shared by the present writer, that attendance at a full-time course 
amounted almost to an insurance against failure in the L.A. examinations. | recall with what 
confidence I presented the students of our first course to the examinations, and how great was 
my disappointment as the results trickled in, and the expe¢ted hundred per cent. pass was not 
achieved. I see now that such high hopes were foolish, and that even in a full-time course of 
Study, success depends on the innate intelligence, ability to concentrate, and capacity for hard 
work of the student. Attendance at a school of librarianship is no open sesame to examination 
success. Nevertheless, one can claim that full-time study increases the chances of success. 
Candidates from the schools, at their first attempt, have attained on an average at least a 70 
per cent pass, while subsequent resits have increased that percentage to as near 100 as makes 
no difference. This latter taét is one which has tended to be overlooked, but ought surely to 
count in assessing the results of the schools. 

One can say, therefore, that attendance at a library school makes it easier to pass 
examinations, because of the greater degree of individual guidance and attention which tutors 
can give to Students ; because of the value of class discussion and the pooling of ideas ; because 
of the facilities offered willingly by adjacent libraries and business firms for ‘‘ on-the-spot” 
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Study of methods, organisation and processes ; but most of all because freedom from routine 
duties in a library enables students to devote the whole of their time and undivided attention 
to the course of study—-an inestimable advantage over the part-time system. But these 
undoubted advantages do not absolve the student from the necessity for hard work, and do 
not /pso facto guarantee his success in examinations. 


An interesting feature of the schools has been the inclusion on the roll of a proportion 
(in one session as high as 30 per cent.) of university graduates without previous library 
experience, making possible a comparison in performance of, on the one hand, a group 
accustomed to the technique of study and examinations and, on the other, a group with a fuller 
background of practical library training but less extensive general education. It might be 
expected that in such a comparison the advantage lies with the university graduates, whose 
minds, more fully and recently conditioned to the art of study, should be the more receptive 
and supple. It is certainly true that in class exercises their work gives evidence of facility in 
expression and lucidity of thought beyond that of the average library assistant, but this is a 
general tendency only. There are good and bad graduates, just as there are non-graduates 
whose mental calibre will stand comparison with the best of graduates. Percentages of passes 
in L.A. examinations among graduates after a full year’s course differ little from those of 
non-graduates, except perhaps that in the subject of Literature the graduates excel, an 
advantage, however, offset by their poorer showing in the subject of Library Administration 
in which, as one would expect, experience counts. 

The past three years have been experimental, and the experience gained in the develop- 
ment of methods of teaching should lead in time to a tested and standard procedure. For 
instance, in the subject of Assistance to Readers (Registration Part 4) it seemed obvious from 
the Start that mere class-room instruction was insuflicient, and this was suppiemented in the 
Scottish School by periods spent in the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, where essential reference 
tools were assembled for individual handling and detailed examination by students. Gradually 
this practical method of instruction has been developed and supplemented by regular tests in 
the answering of specific questions from reference books, so that now the greater part of the 
available time for the study of reference work consists simply in direct handling and practical 
use. The result has been a consistent increase in examination successes in this subjeét, until in 
the last examination, we fell short of 100 per cent pass by one near-miss only, and our passes 
included three with Honours. Much of the credit for this is due to the excellent book stock 
of the Mitchell Library, and to the readiness of the librarian and his staff, at the cost of much 
time and inconvenience, in granting the necessary facilities and accommodation. Such 
willing co-operation from libraries has been enjoyed by all the schools, to their great benefit. 


We have to a much more limited extent tried similar ‘ laboratory ” methods in the 
subject of library administration, but with little noticeable effect on the examination results. 
\rrangements have been made, again with the cordial co-operation of librarians and their 
Statis, for a two weeks’ period of practical work in selected libraries as part of the school 
course. Valuable as this is, and indeed essential in the case of students without previous 
experience, it is probable that the period is too short to produce the maximum gain, and 
without unduly upsetting the balance of teaching the full syllabus, it is difficult to allot a 
longer period. It must also be apparent that the presence of Students in a library seeking 
knowledge and all-round experience tends to monopolise the attention of its senior staff, to 
the detriment of their normal duties. Perhaps the ideal set-up for the schools would be as 
part of the organisation of a large library, lectures alternating with practice, for experience 
shows without doubt that the schools cannot efficiently function without close contact with 
a library. 

A problem confronting all tutors in their teaching is the unsatisfactory nature of many 
of the textbooks on library subjects, and indeed one leéturer claims to have improved 
examination passes by abolishing the use of textbooks altogether. It is a problem calling for 
the urgent attention of the L.A. Education Committee, and a series of authoritative, carefully 
edited and possibly corporately written manuals covering the whole field would fill an obvious 
gap in our professional literature. Perhaps the teaching staffs of the schools may in time be 
able to take part in this task, but not, | fear, so long as they hold their present posts, 
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The examination system of the Library Association, divorced as it is from the teaching 
ayencies which prepare students, derives both strength and w eakness from this independence. 
But for the insistence of the L.A. to retain control of the examinations in its own hands, the 
schools might have been established in the Universities, which are regarded by some (and by 
all visitors from abroad) as the natural and proper place for the schools. I believe that 
experience of teaching and long practice in setting and marking questions are necessary 
attributes of an examiner, and it may be that the unsatisfactory nature of some of the questions 
set in L.A. examinations is due to lack of such experience on the part of examiners. A closer 
correlation between the functions of examiners and the teaching staffs of the schools would, | 
am convinced, be to the advantage of both, and any means of bringing this about which the 
Education Committee could devise would be well worth attempting. 


A Method for Reserved Book Chasing 


By S. H. Bartow, F.L.A. (Borough Librarian, Nuneaton) 


Mr. Larnam’s article, ‘* How to stop worrying about reserve book records,” which appeared 
in the September issue of the ** Linrary Ww ORLD,” made stimulating reading. Nevertheless, 
many of us will have been somewhat sceptical of the value of the scheme. No doubt, such 
scepticism derives from ‘‘a slavish adherence to orthodox filing methods ” (to quote Mr. 
Latham); it may also derive from one’s experience that new methods are not necessarily 
improvements merely because of their novelty. One expects of a new routine that either 
the job is carried out more efficiently, or that the same efficiency as formerly is obtained by 
simpler and time-saving means. 

In the case of the Swansea scheme, it is obvious that the filing of all non-fiction charges 
in one numerical sequence is a very great advantage. Not only does it speed up the locating 
of wanted books, but it enables one to check instantly the volume and type of demand for 
any subject. One strongly suspects, however, that there is no overall saving in staff time and 
labour. The need to stamp and insert date slips in each charge suggests that the time saved in 
locating reserved books is counter-balanced, and probably exceeded, by increasing the labour 
at the charging counter and of the overdues assistant. It appears that Swansea have transferred 
the use of Staff time from reserves-chasing to charging and overdue book routine. This 
Statement is not intended to imply that the scheme is of no value. There is an important gain 
in efficiency for one part of the service, which makes the scheme worth-while. The fact that 
there does not appear to be any overall saving in time and labour will not, however, be 
attractive to other librarians. In my own case, | expect of a new idea that it will save time in 
locating reserves and will not transfer that saved time to any other operation. The scheme 
which is outlined below is designed for this purpose. 

In most libraries, an increase in the use of the reservation system has led to difficulties. 
More time spent on reserves means less time to perform other tasks. The main difficulty is 
that there are too many places in the issue files to be checked. In the average file of issues there 
are from 25 to 40 different date sequences. The obvious remedy is to reduce the number of 
separate sequences. Swansea has reduced the number to one sequence in the case of non-fiction. 
The method that I propose is the halving of the number of sequences by combining the issues 
for certain days. 

Instead of filing each day’s issues separately, it is suggested that the issues for two days 
should be filed in one sequence, as follows :— 

Monday and Tuesday combined 
Wednesday and Thursday combined. 
Friday and Saturday combined. 

Books which are issued on Monday and Tuesday will be date stamped for return on the 
following Tuesday fortnight, Wednesday’s and Thursday’s books will be due back on Thursday 
fortnight, and Friday’s and Saturday’s will be due for teturn on Saturday fortnight. 

To take Monday’s and Tuesday’s issues as an example, it will be necessary on Wednesday 
morning to file the charges for Tuesday into the Monday issue. A simpler way, involving little 
or no extra work compared with the usual method of filing the day’s charges, is to count the 
issue during the day at hourly intervals, filing the counted charges at once into the previous 
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day’s file. This saves the trouble of filing the day’s issue separately, and then re-filing the 

following morning. 

With regard to the charges for books which are a month or more overdue, and for which 
postal applications have been made, it is suggested that they are all filed in one numerical 
sequence, instead of being kept in date order. This is common practice in many libraries 
already. To show which books are due for second and third applications, one may use a very 
simplified variety of the old overdues book as a key to the overdues sequence ; a better method 
is to place in each charge a fines slip which projects slightly above the book card, the projecting 
portion bearing the date of the last application, so that the overdues assistant may easily note 
the books which are due for a further post-card. 

The effeét of this slight alteration in the method of filing is to cut down the number of 
separate date sequences from a minimum of 26 to a maximum of 13. The merits of the 
scheme are :— 

1. There is a great saving in time in checking through 13 sequences, as compared with 26. 

It takes about 6 minutes to check quickly through the issue trays for a single book. By 

halving the number of sequences, the time should be cut to about 3 minutes. By itself, this 

is only a small saving, but when 3 minutes is multiplied by the number of times that the 
issue trays are checked during the day, the saving is considerable. 

If the day’s issue is counted and filed with the previous day’s issue at intervals throughout 

the day, no extra labour is entailed. 

3. If the day’s issue is filed in one sequence, counted at the end of the day and then filed into 
the previous day’s issue, extra work is caused by this double-filing. Even so, it is likely 
that there is Still an overall saving in time and convenience. 

4. Longer issue sequences should help to eliminate in the smaller libraries those annoying short 
sequences which are so illusive at the discharging counter. 

5. The psychological aspect of being faced only by 13 sequences instead of a much larger 
number is of some importance, especially when a reserves assistant has to check a long list 
of wanted books. 

Possible objections and disadvantages are :— 

1. Readers who borrow books on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, gain an extra day, 
since their books are issued for fifteen days instead of the usual fourteen. There will be 
a slight loss of income from fines. I cannot believe that this is a serious objection. 

2. Longer sequences will mean that there is more possibility of book cards bearing similar 
numbers will occur together, causing a higher incidence of misplaced tickets. If the counter 
Staff are mentally unable to cope with similar numbers, the resulting inefficiency may well 
outweigh the improved inefficiency of the reservation system. 

3. The number of reservations may not be sufficiently high to permit a saving in time equal 
to, or exceeding, the additional time spent in re-filing. 

Since we have only just commenced this scheme, it is impossible to say whether it is 
justified by the results. It may be that another library has used, or is using, the idea. If so, 
it will be interesting to hear an informed opinion. The scheme appears to offer the great 
advantage of economy in time and labour in comparison with the Swansea experiment, while 
not offering the advantage of having a single sequence. 


A Note on a Great Catalogue 
By McGi1, F.L.A. 


AN article by Mr. T. H. Bishop, entitled, ‘“‘ A Colleétion of Good Books ” on the London 
Library ; the method of compiling the Catalogues ; a sketch of the Library’s history ; and a 
portrait of Sir Charles Hagberg Wright appeared in the Medical Bookman tor O€tober, 1947. 
This makes most interesting reading. 

When a tool is used one is apt to forget the labour involved in its production ; to the 
reader this Catalogue and its Subjeét-Indexes may seem just useful reference books, but to the 
Cataloguer and Librarian they are models. One can only marvel at the patience, accuracy and 
toil involved in their compilation. Personally, | have found them invaluable when searching 
for information on various subjects and they have saved me an enormous amount of research 
work. 
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Some years ago | had to catalogue Migne’s Patrologia Latina, 221 volumes : I need hardly 
say how pleased | was to see the work set out in alphabetical order of the authors’ names, etc. 
Future generations, to say nothing of the present one, will have cause to bless the compilers, 
the late Sir C. H. Wright and the present Librarian, Mr. C. J. Purnell. When the first Catalogue 
was published in 1841, the Library contained 13,000 volumes, and today over half a million 
books are available to Members of the Library. Four volumes of the Author Catalogue have 
been published, 1913-29 ; the first Subject-Index was published in 1909, and Supplements have 
been issued up to the year 1938. No Catalogues have been issued during the war years. 

What was the method used in their compilation ? The books were taken to the cataloguing 
room, two hundred a day, and there dealt with by the cataloguers. Entries were duplicated for 
safety’s sake, references doubly checked and verified and every slip carefully scrutinized. The 
Library was fortunate in being able to call on experts for advice, and various Members of the 
Committee read the proofs, including Sir Frederick Pollock, Sir Frank Marzials, Dr. A. W. 
Ward, and others. 

The London Library owed its existence to Thomas Carlyle, who was dissatisfied with the 
British Museum Library and its formalities. He suggested to friends the formation of a library 
from which books could be borrowed for home use, and amongst those interested in his 
proposal were Mr. Gladstone and Dean Milman. Carlyle, for a time, acted as joint-secretary, 
with Mr. W. D. Christie, until the scheme was adopted. Many of the books were gifts, and 
some were purchased for Carlyle’s own requirements. 

The Library was opened on May 3rd, 1841, and ever since it has been the endeavour of 
the Committee to acquire the best books on all subjeéts in many languages. 


Sir Charles Hagberg Wright was appointed Secretary and Librarian in 1903: he was _ 


eminently suited for the post. Born in 1862, educated abroad and at Trinity College, Dublin, 
he was Assistant Librarian in the National Library of Ireland for three years before his 
appointment to the London Library. He showed untiring energy, great enthusiasm and sound 
scholarship. In 1909 appeared the first Subject-Index, a work of great value not only to the 
Members but to many readers and scholars. 

The present Librarian, Mr. Purnell, came from the Bodleian Library in 1905, to assist Sir 
Charles in preparing the first Subject-Index, and they collaborated in all the succeeding volumes. 
Mr. Purnell was appointed Assistant Secretary and Sub-Librarian in 1909, and succeeded Sir 
Charles in 1940. 

\ bomb hit a corner of the Library in February, 1944, when 16,000 volumes were 
destroyed. The Librarian and his staff, with some voluntary help, tackled the job of salvaging 
the books from the damaged stacks—and in six months’ time the Library was re-opened to 
Members. 


The Private Papers of Edwin Pooter 
(Borough Librarian of Slow-on-the-Uptake) 
I. 


| Anways read the professional journals very carefully. It’s just like my new-broom Deputy 
to dismiss the articles as 90 per cent. drivel and froth turned out by young hopefuls anxious 
to catch some Chief’s eye, but as I told him, he would not have got on my staff at Slow-on-the- 
Uptake if he hadn’t done that bibliography on milling. (And I think that remark he then made 
about catching an old bird with chaff verged on the impertinent.) 
Anyway, I was very impressed with what Mr. Sydney had to say recently in the Library 
Lssociation Record about non-fiction and fiction issues, so | sent for Miss Vague to find me my 
last annual report. At first when | worked it out it didn’t seem that Toronto was doing too 
well, and I was thinking of writing to the L.A.R. to point out that our figures were even more 
favourable. I believe in keeping my subordinates closely informed about my intentions, so | 
rang for Simpson to check through my calculations. He started his usual carping straight 
away. | must admit that | hadn’t noticed that Toronto didn’t include the estimated open shelf 
Reterence issues as | had done, but it was rather gratuitous of him to show me how to work out 
percentages in simple stages. Anybody can get a fraction upside down. He does think he’s a 
mathematical wizard and no mistake. 
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It’s very bad to let one of your assistants, even your Deputy, catch you in an error, so | 
had to take him down a peg or two before he went out of the office. | told him that he had 
made it quite clear to me that our non-fiction percentage was much too low. I said that he had 
been appointed in the hope (since proved vain) that he would find time and energy to improve 
the position. | said that a young man who wanted to make a name in the profession ought to 
be able to create a better class demand and that a lot more could be done by such things as 
making reading lists of history text-books and biographies, so that the borrowers would be 
led gently from The Borgia Testament to Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, and when Simpson said 
that he couldn’t see that reading one was more worthy than reading the other, | told him that 
he was trying to tear down everything | had fought for. The nincompoop finished by saying 
that we could soon get a 100 per cent. non-fiction issue by refraining from buying fiction. He 
doesn’t know much about my committee if he thinks they would go on voting the money if 
the issues dropped by 80 per cent. !| Where would our jobs be then ? 

No, Simpson has still got a lot to learn. And he needn’t think that I shall let the matter 
drop. Dr. Savage was right: this is going to be an everlasting campaign 


W. R. McC. 


Cairo University Library 


By Auman Issa, Sub-Librarian 


Ir was in 1908 when our first modern University was established under the name of ‘* The 
Egyptian University.” The President of the University Senate was Prince Ahmad Fouad 
(late King Fouad of Egypt). It was financed by the public and amongst the grants were lots 
of books, maps, portraits, manuscripts and coins. 

In 1925, the University became a government institution and since then the library 
received its expenditure from the government and began to grow more and more. 


In 1927, the library was given the magnificent collection of Prince Ibraham Helmi, 
brother of King Fouad, and it was H.M. King Fouad who presented the collection to the 
library after the death of his brother. This collection is more than 20,000 volumes, and most 
of it is about Egypt and Islam, and five-sixths of the books are in European languages and 
the rest are in Arabic, Turkish and Persian. We have a special catalogue of this collection 
available for donation or exchange. 

The second important collection is that of the late Prince Kamal Ed-Din Hussein and 
it is about 7,000 volumes. But the most important one will be that of H.H. Prince Youssef 
Kamal, who made a will this year presenting his big collection to the University Library. 
It comprises, as far as | know, about 35,000 volumes. 

The stock of the General Library is now about 350,000 volumes, excluding the branch 
libraries which are: Faculty of Arts—Faculty of Law—Faculty of Commerce—Faculty of 
Science—Faculty of Agriculture—Faculty of Engineering—Faculty of Arabic Sciences— 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine—Abbasia Faculty of Medicine (N. Cairo)—Kasr el Aini 
Faculty of Medicine (S. Cairo)—Institute of Archaeology—Institute of Journalism—Institute 
of Oriental Languages—Institute of Sudan Affairs—Helwan Observatory—Marine Biological 
Station at Red Sea. Each of these has its own colleétion, since the University buildings are 
not all in one place. 

The complete total of volumes in the general library and the above mentioned branches 
is about 500,000 volumes. One out of five of this number are in Arabic, the others are in 
European languages. We subscribe to about 500 reviews and journals in different languages 
for the above branches. 

The general library was transferred to the new building in 1928, previously having been 
housed in one of the Royal Palaces called ‘* Zafaran Palace.” The modern building is in 
“Orman Gardens,” Giza and very close to the faculties of Art, Law, and Commerce. It is 
well planned and furnished and has four rooms : one for inside reading and reference books, 
one tor periodicals, one (open access) for Greek and Latin Literature, and one (open access) 
for Muslim Studies. 
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LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 


Our scheme for the supply of Reprint Fiction and Juvenile Books in our 
well-known Facsimile Binding is now an assured success. 

First-rate titles from the following 20 publishing houses are now 
available : 


Brockhampton. Heinemann. John Murray. 
Cassell. Hodder. Museum Press. 
Collins. Michael Joseph. Nelson. 

Evans Brothers. John Lane. Newnes. 
Robert Hale. Latimer House. Oxford. 
Hamish Hamilton. Longmans Green. University of 
Harrap. Lutterworth Press. London. 


A number of Reprint Fiction titles have been specially printed for 
inclusion in our new list. 

} The third order-form for titles to be produced during January—March 
is now being sent to all Librarians, and we invite you to order, either 
direct from us, or through your local bookseller— 


new books bound with Library Binding construction 


but embodying the outward appearance of the 
publishers’ binding (including the wrapper), ready 


) < on publication date, and available at a small increase 

over the published price. 

NORTH ACTON ROAD, HARLESDEN LONDON, 


SS 
G WN 


GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, 
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The books in our colleétion are classified after the Universal decimal system on cards, 
but they are arranged on shelves according to accession number. 

We have our own binding department and our own photostatic machine, and the 
University Press is still under the supervision of the General Library. The University Press 
has issued to date about 100 books in different languages and in different fields of science. 
Some of these publications are the M.A. or Ph.D. theses of the University students, others 
are books written by the professors in different faculties. All these publications are available 
for sale or exchange through the General Library. Our micro-film department is still in the 
early Stages. We have some Arabic MSS. on films and we have micro-film readers, but the 
micro-film machine has not yet been acquired. Our present Chief Librarian is Mr. Hassan 
Mahmoud. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear Amet ANv, 


Your comment has brought Mr. Sydney’s lash upon you and his own comment upon our 
Letters. It is a free country, anyhow so far as speech is concerned, and you may reply, as 
Zenodotus wrote thirty years ago, ‘ I’ve had my say; you are entitled to yours.” 

It is not to Mr. Sydney’s letter to the Editor of “‘ THe Lisrary Worvp ” that | address 
my thoughts and this Letter today ; but to a speech of his at St. Andrew’s Summer School 
last July, which is reported with tantalizing brevity in the L.A. Record (O&ober, page 318). 
(In further parenthesis, | often wonder if reporters of conferences, lectures and other utterances 
realize how almost valueless are their reports unless they give the real substance of the papers 
they report. They might as effectively reprint the programme itself !) 

THe Gummer We Get 
of this was that it was called ‘‘ The Philosophy of Librarianship,” a subject which according to 
Dr. Savage and Mr. Irwin does not exist, and was, in summary,—The time is now ripe for a 
reconsideration of the function of public library services and, to promote the circulation of 
ideas and Stimulate interest in them, it may be necessary to cut some services and replace them 
with others that are more important.’ 

There is nothing novel in that, because it is (pace Mr. Sydney) the sort of thing I have 
been saying for a decade. It expresses a condition of mind which should be a continuous 
process, best expressed by Mr. Radcliffe, when Librarian of Ilford, in the words : ‘‘ When you 
come into your library in the morning ask yourself, ‘ What is-the matter with it ?’”’ But Mr. 
Sydney is a man of firm ideas and progressive, and | should really like to have known 


(1) What library services can we cut ? 
(2) What new services are more important ? 


The answers would at least be Stimulating. As to there being no philosophy of 
librarianship—l positively deny the statement except upon the assumption that those who make 
it are using words in a purely technical sense. It is like the even sillier assertion that a classifi- 
cation of books has no relation to logic, when a third-form boy knows that the recognition of 
the fact that this is like that and something else is not—the basis of all classing—is the primary 
principle of logic. The body of principles, which actuate us in book selection, in generosity or 
otherwise of service, determine the goals for which we labour, and so on—in short, the rules 
by which we guide our library life—if these do not constitute a philosophy, then words have 
no meaning at all. Se much for that, and Mr. Sydney is justified in his title and will, | hope, 
continue to use it. 

So I come to 

My QUEsTIONS. 


A public library service rests upon one foundation for which it was instituted and from which 
it has swerved only occasionally and temporarily—the collection and dissemination of books. 
There can be no cutting of that. Five structures rest upon that foundation today: The 
actual reference library, which is the original library in England as elsewhere ; the adult book 
lending library, a development of popular education which greatly increased our need for 
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Four Stuart Portraits - HUGH ROSS WILLIAMSON 


The author adds to his notable studies of the Jacobean period by these portraits of four diverse men :— 
Lancelot Andrewes, Anglican Bishop ; Sir Bathazar Gerbier, Diplomat and art collector; Sir John 
Eliot, and Colonel Thomas Rainsborough, the only man whom Oliver Cromwell feared. 


Illustrated. Ready Nov. 10th, 10/6 net. 


Mary Russell Mitford - = VERA WATSON 


The discovery of Mary Russell Mitford’s own diary, which gives personal details of the author’s life, 


together with the incorporation of hitherto unpublished correspondence between “M.R.M.” and Thomas 


Noon Talfourd make this a complete and unique biography—as vivid and delightful as its subject. 


Illustrated. Ready Dee. 3rd. 15/- net. 


For King or Parliament - - PHILIP LINDSAY 


Each of the characters in this book played a part in the grim drama of the Civil War and the events which 
led up to it. George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham ; Thomas Wentworth, idealist and lawyer; John 


Hampden—the “‘Patriot” ; and Richard Lovelace, Cavalier poet. 


Illustrated. Now available. 
EVANS 


10/6 net. 


NO MORE DUST PROBLEMS 
with a NEW WELBECK 


manufactured by 


New Welbeck Ltd., Luton, Beds. 


Used by Leading Libraries 
throughout the Country 


A PORTABLE Suction Plant which will not only clean your Books, 
Shelving and Floors, but, with extension tubes will keep your walls 
and ceilings in a spotless condition. NO DUST-BAG to empty 


or restrict the suction. Runs off any standard A.C. or D.C. 


electricity supply. 


Write for FREE demonstration to 


JOHN CHEAVIN (Sales Enquiries), 


25, DRYBURGH ROAD, PUTNEY, S.W.15. 
It sprays as well 


as it cleans 


— 
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books in our homes. Can cuts in these be made ? As we have argued in our Letters, only two 


arguments are possible. 

(a) That the Library is a representation of the whole literary occupation of men, and 
nothing can be excluded except for legal and social reasons, and when exclusion does occur 
the reasons should be subject to the most rigorous scrutiny. 

Or, 

(6) That the Library has no concern with literature devoted to the mere amusement of 
people, has too much already to do to cater for their education, information and uplift to 
afford the large amounts that are spent on novels, except those by authors whose intellectual 
levels are high and are unquestioned, and therefore serve one of the three purposes | have 
named. 

The fact is that few have seriously dared to answer either of these questions, except the 
Circulating Libraries Association, which is sure that it, as an organization of tradesmen, should 
have the circulation of fiction to the exclusion of the public library, whose aims should be 
entirely educational. Unless we get an answer for ourselves, no cuts are possible. 


THe Newsroom ? 

Certainly the modern librarian appears to have reached the conclusion that the advantages 
of the newsroom—i.e., the opportunities the comparative examination of views in several 
newspapers that it affords—are not sufficient compensation for the space it occupies and its 
cost. But so many libraries have already acted on this conclusion that its absence does, | 
imagine, not represent a ‘* cut” in the Sydney sense. Periodicals offer the same sort of field 
for question as the lending library does ; they range from olympian heights to the level of the 
gutter. And it is probably that the gutter has more addicts than Olympus ! Would the cut be 
good if it excised all but the periodicals indexed in the Library Association Sabiect Index ? 


THe CHILDREN 

Have we any cuts in view in the children’s library ? | am not sufficiently expert to say. 
In its main modern features it is 4 product of the Twentieth Century. We managed somehow 
without it in the Nineteenth—I confess | don’t know how. Here, too, we must not let 
sentiment obscure our vision of the service given. Could it be cut out of the public library 
service and transferred to the schools ? | have been asked that by people who cannot under- 
Stand that libraries are not educational in the same sense that a school is, and deny our 
assertion. If we maintain the children’s department in the library, are we doing things that are 
better done by others ? Are we keeping to the philosophy of our pioneers (who may have 
been wrong) that while all reading should be a joyful exercise, it should at least exercise 
something ; that the books should be the best, without going so far as Bernard’ Shaw—and | 
believe Dr. Savage—as to exclude children’s books from children’s libraries ; that story hours, 
to take one activity, are not merely to amuse children but must be drawn exclusively from 
books, and lead directly and obviously to their reading ; that the performance of plays, written 
by librarians, charades, and similar original efforts are nothing whatever to do with libraries, 
except as mere advertisements ? If these principles were rigidly observed there would still be 
more to do in libraries for children than the ordinary children’s librarian can keep pace with ; 
and there will surely be no “* cuts ” there. 

THe County. 

You will see that | have not traversed the County Library field, but I think the questions ‘ 
apply in a measure ; but only in a measure. | am intrigued by a passage in the new edition of : 
Brown’s Manual to the ettect that the library in the town or village is a convenient machine 
for film shows, music recitals, lectures, art displays and other *‘ culture.”” work, because it is, 
for many, the only vehicle for it. That excludes from our immediate survey most of the little 
places where library service now reaches. 

But to return to the town service, it would seem that the only cuts on larger activity must 
be in the extension services, such as lectures, with all their varieties and kindred activities. 
\s for these, there has been a great revival of interest in them of late. I hear this year of : ( 
lecture rooms crowded for University Extension courses, local history series, and even for ' 
individual lectures, This is most unexpected, : 
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A1 section of our spacious shuwroom fitted throughout with *“ READYRAK” shelving for which 
«BOOKS c» CAREERS” are sole selling agents to Public Libraries 


TECHNICAL BOOK SPECTALISTS 


also large stocks of general books--fiction and non-fiction 


Descriptive catalogues issued on civil, mechanical, electrical, radio 


and automobile engineering, aeronautics, building construction 


and plastics. 


LONDON, 


39, SOUTH AUDLEY STREET : 
and branches 


General Manager: Claude S. Gill, O.B.E. Telephone : Grosvenor 4781 
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Is Mr. Sydney’s cut to come in 

Our TECHNICS ? 
\s a fully-equipped librarian technically he speaks, or would speak if he answered with real 
authority. We are gradually travelling away from individual library cataloguing—at which | 
rejoice—although | recognize that to many libraries it will mean a very real loss. The other 
cuts must come, | suppose, in a complete overhaul of our whole machinery. It is easier said 
than done. 

Know THyse.r ! 
was the difficult saw of our old friend Solon. The dust lies upon it for few of us can ever 
realize it; we nearly all tend to romanticize ourselves. Some help may be found for us, if 
every library now takes the Library Association’s plan in the Century brochure, which I believe 
you have been reading. If we make schedule, graph and other comparisons of our achieve- 
ments in our own libraries for the past ten years or so, we shall be able to make some progress. 

A Dousr. 


Are we fussing too much? Does that brochure make claims beyond our possible reach ? 

‘ The librarian,” | read in a boyhood classic which by chance I opened a few minutes ago, 
‘ showed off,’ running hither and thither with his arms full of books and making a deal of 
the splutter and fuss that inseét authority delights in.” Why have such situations so often 
appeared in connexion with librarians? It still gives a sort of measure of a public view that we 


have not lived down in every detail. 


Vale! ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers on “‘ Lerrers ON Our AFFAIRS.” 


—Editor, THe Lisrary Worvp. 


Aylesham County Library 


Kent County Library Sub-Committee recom- 
mends that approval be given in principle to 
the establishment of a part-time branch library 
at Aylesham (East Kent), and that negotiations 
should be opened for the use of a suitable 
building when one can be found. - 

This large village, with a population of 
4,000, is at present served by a library centre 
housed in the County Secondary School. 
Sessions are held immediately after school 
hours, and members of the Sub-Committee 
realise that this is not a convenient arrangement 
especially for residents of the district engaged 
on shift work. 


Ame. Anu writes :—May I plead with Mr. 
Sydney that he has altogether proved himself 
magisterial in the weight of the letter he wrote 
last month on my quite inoffensive remarks 
about the Gramophone Library enquiry, to 
which he lent his authority ? 1 am, however, 
grieved to learn that a younger colleague may 
seem to have been disparaged by them, for 
that would be far from my intention. Any 
knowledge, even upon such, as I think them, 
quite extraneous matters, can be useful, and 
we thank those who colle& it for us. He 
is too good and influential a man for his pen 
to annoy me. Indeed, to him I would say, as 
a much maligned and ill-treated person once 
said, “‘ 1 would be friends with you and have 
your love,” 


A New Appointment 


Mr. F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A., Librarian 
of Finchley Public Library, has been appointed 
to the staff of W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd., and 
will be in the Book Department at Strand 
House, under Mr. Kenyon Foat. The firm is 
planning to resume publication of the Book 
Window, book lists, reading guides and similar 
advisory work of a literary nature. Mr. 
Seymour Smith will be engaged on the editorial 
work connected with these compilations. He 
is the author of The Classics in Translation and 
An English Library, and numerous articles on 
bibliography, his most notable effort being the 
formation of the Union Catalogue of the 
London Public Libraries. Prior to being 
appointed to Finchley he held library posts in 
three other London boroughs, and became a 
Fellow of the Library Association in 1932. He 
has also served on the council of the 
Association, 

Under a Rockefeller grant to the Library 
Association some years ago, Mr. Seymour 
Smith made a survey of the work of fifty 
libraries in this country. At the invitation of 
the Foreign Office he is to visit Germany and 
give leétures to Information Officers and 
German librarians in the British zone, and 
acquaint them with the latest developments i in 
British library practice. He commences duty 
with W. H. Smith’s on 2nd January, 1950, 
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JUSTICE AND THE SOCIAL ORDER 
EMIL BRUNNER 


“One of the most important contributions yet made by 
Christian Theology to the solution of political, social and 
economic problems.'’—The Manchester Guardian. 


3rd imp. Demy 8vo. 15s. net. 


TRIBAL HERITAGE 
W. J. CULSHAW 


This is a careful, full, interesting account of the Santal 
people of Bengal—their culture, custom and religion, and 
the rhythm of their daily life. 

Ready Nov./Dec. 21s. net. 


THE WITNESS OF 
THE OLD TESTAMENT TO CHRIST 
WILHELM VISCHER 


A translation, by A. B. Crabtree, of the first volume of 
Das Christuszeugnis des Alten Testaments. 
Ready Nov./Dec. 25s. net. 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4 


NOW READY 
JAMES DUFF BROWN 


MANUAL OF 
LIBRARY ECONOMY 


| Sixth Edition 
BY 


W. C. Berwick Sayers 
LECTURER IN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
ADMINISTRATION IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON SCHOOL 
OF LIBRARIANSHIP 
Fully Illustrated 


The most comprehensive work on librarianship 


GRAFTON & CO. 


WORLD 


87 


New Books 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 
DANIEL LINDLEY 1801-80 


21s. net. 


By Epwin Situ, D.D. 
The story of one of the first American 
missionaries in South Africa is here 
placed in the context of the most 
romantic period of that country’s history. 


MORE ABOUT THE EARLY 
METHODIST PEOPLE 


By Lesuie F. Cuurcn, B.A., Ph.D. 
12s. 6d. net. 
This is the promised companion volume 
to ‘‘ The Early Methodist People,”’ and 
contains studies of their occupational 
interests, their reaction to persecution, 
and an estimate of its causes. 


TEACHING : BEGIN HERE 


By W. T. Daviss, M.A., and 


T. B. SHEPHERD, M.A., Ph.D. 8s. 6d. net. 


This book gives prospective teachers an 
introduction to the various studies and 
activities they will later pursue. The 
aims of education are discussed, and the 
preparation and planning of various 
types of activities and lessons is des- 
cribed. Other sections are devoted to the 
use of visual aids, the radio, the film, 
and discussion groups. 


By GEORGE FRESHACRES. 6s. net. 
Here are glimpses of a green world for 
ever renewing its ancient rapture and 
striking upon the nerve ot astonishment. 


INTO HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT 


By Joun W. Wareruouse, M.A., B.D. 
7s. 6d. net. 


A Commentary on the Epistles of St. 
Peter and St. Jude 


THE MINUTES OF THE 


METHODIST CONFERENCE, 
8s. 6d. net. 


THE EPWORTH PRESS 


25-35 City Road, London, E.C.1 


Liverpool, 1949. Demy 8vo. 
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Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


Quite recently the Tottenham Borough Coun- 
cil have avreed to the operation of a scheme 
whereby certain assistants on their public 
libraries’ Staff may interchange, for the period 
of one month, with assistants of comparable 
grading on the staffs of neighbouring library 
authorities. The main points of the scheme 
are : 
(a) To assist the training and to stimulate the 
professional interests of younger librarians. 
(6) That any interchanges will be on an 
entirely voluntary basis, and that any 
additional expenses incurred by any inter- 
change, e.g., travelling fares, meals and so 
on, must be borne by the assistant 
concerned. 

\greement in principle has been reached 
with several neighbouring library authorities, 
and soon the first exchanges can be expected. 

Of course, the scheme has to be limited to 
nearby library authorities so that additional 
costs to participants may be kept to an absolute 
minimum, and in order that no difficulties 
respecting living accommodation need arise. 

But, can there be any doubts as to the 
advantages to be gained by young assistants 
if such a scheme of interchange could be 
effected throughout the British Isles 2 Travel- 
ling costs and accommodation need not be 
insurmountable. 


What do YOU think ? 
Cl 1OICE 


There is no question in my mind concerning 
the library authority, but only which one of its 
publications should be chosen! However, the 
tinal choice is made because that selected has 
a wider appeal than the other. 

LEYTON’S Opportunities, 1949-50. A 
brochure, printed by the Curwen Press, listing 
the programme of activities organised by 
Leyton libraries. Extensionalism gone mad ? 
To a few, perhaps, but to the majority, 
definitely no! If the standard of the activities 
is as high as this printing and production, 
Leyton is, then, in the van of those library 
authorities striving to make public libraries all 
important in communal lite. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


There appears to be good and bad cycles in 
public library publication standards. This 


month, as opposed to last month, is good, 

CAMBRIDGE’S Books Bi-monthly, September 

October, 1949. A biscuit coloured fold-over 
in mixed type, with the usual unusual captions. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE’S 1 Choice of 
Septem ver, 1949. An off-white fold-over listiny 
ten recent books, competently annotated. 

DERBYSHIRE’S New Books, October, 1949. 
A brochure in white and green mixed type and 
chiefly noteworthy, for an article on the year’s 
books on music. 

GLASGOW’S Modernism in Books, Plays and 
Pictures. A brochure set in Gill Sans, with an 
introduction by James Bridie. An interesting 
inclusion is that of periodicals. Spoilt by an 
awful error in a main heading. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES’ Even- 
ings Lengthen, October, 1949. A told-over with 
block illustration, in mixed type on_ pale 
yellow. 

LEEDS’ The Book Guide, September, 1949. A 
beautifully produced booklet worthy of a great 
library. Yet, it seems so austere. 

TAUNTON’S New Books, August, 1949. A 
fold-over in dark blue Times on light blue 
with some thought-provoking words on 
pamphleteering. 

{1DDENDA 

Another season of leétures, film leétures and 
other extension activities, for adults and 
children, is now well under’ way. The 
following public libraries have issued worthy 
material thereon :—BRISTOL, HORNSEY, 
KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES, L EYTON, 
READING (with a catchy title, ‘‘ Running 
through winter ”), SHEFF iEL D (an excellent 
booklet, with an arresting cover) and ST. 
MARYLEBONE. 

SWINDON send a well produced pamphlet 
on the public library service with each half- 
yearly rate demand note. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries). 
All Reports are for 1948/1949. 


Betrast.—City Librarian, A. H. E. Moore, 
A.L.A. Rate, 3.53d. Income from Rate, 
£45,500. Total Stock, 241,600. Additions, 
18,226. Withdrawals, 20,823. Total Issues, 
1,635,153. Tickets in force, 68,560. 
Branches, 5 

There was a notable increase in the use made of the 

Reference Library, but a decline is reported in the issues 

from some of the Lending Departments. Circulation in 

all the Junior Libraries showed increases, Licence for 
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the rebuilding of the Ballymacarrett Branch, and for the 
restoration of the Central Library has Still not been 
granted. The City Librarian, Mr. A. iH. E. Moore, 
retired at the end of 1948 after 40 years’ service in the 
Libraries. Mr. W. Moore, and Mr. W. Gorfunkle, 
Branch Librarians, both retired after 46 years’ service. 
BRIDLINGTON.—Lsbrarian, Sydney T. Thomp- 
son, A.L.A. Population (eét.), 24,810. 
Rate, 5.84d. Income from Rate, £5,019. 
Total Stock, 23,245. Additions, 3,521. 
Withdrawals, 1,837. Total Issues, 291,000. 
Tickets in force, 19,619. 

Book circulation is rapidly approaching pre-war 
levels and recorded an increase of 11,931 over the 
previous year. Lack of sufficient accommodation 
hinders the work of all departments, and, at present, 
there is no sign of any relief, as the building does not 
lend itself to extersion in any serviceable manner. 
Visitors to the town are using the Library with their 
home-town tickets in increasing numbers. 
GaresHEAD.—Borough Librarian, R. Lillie, 

F.L.A. Population, 124,545. Rate,. 7$d. 
Income from Rate, £17,974. Total Stock, 
113,768. Additions, 13,340. Withdrawals, 
15,243. Total Issues, 846,336. Borrowers, 
28,124. Branches, 2. Delivery Stations, 6. 

\n Intermediate Department has been established 
and issued nearly 10,000 volumes. Total book circula- 
tion is the highest ever recorded in one year, and 
represented an increase of 43,833 when compared with 
the previous year. The need for the extension of the 
Central Library is greater than ever, as space is required 
for a Children’s Library, and for the better equipment 
of the Reference Library. Successful Children’s Book 
Weeks were held at three of the libraries. 
HackNney.—Borough Librarian, H. W. Moore, 

F.L.A. Population (est.), 176,100. Rate, 
7-73d. Income from Rate, £43,540. Total 
Stock, 227,777. Additions, 42,365. With- 
drawals, 26,278. Total Issues, 1,696,564. 
Tickets in force, 132,021. Branches, 8 
(4 part-time). 

Most gratifying feature of the year’s work was the 
large increase in the number of readers, and a conse- 
quent rise in book circulation. Over 152,000 more 
books were issued than in the previous year. A site for 
anew library at Dalston is being acquired. The Homer- 
ton Children’s Library has been refurnished and made 
bright and attractive. The Libraries’ stand at the local 
Civic Exhibition attraéted much attention, and was the 
means of recruiting a large number of new readers. 
Henvnon.—Chief Librarian, James E. Walker, 

F.L.A. Population (est.), 157,000. Rate, 
5.994d. Income from Rate, £47,574. Total 
Stock, 162,126. Additions, 24,672. With- 
drawals, 15,826. Total Issues, 1,476,737. 
Tickets in use, 133,771. Branches, 4. 

1 Travelling Library. 

In this, its first full year’s working, the Travelling 
Library attraéted 10,000 readers and registered well over 
a quarter million issues. Extensions to this service are 


DETAILS ARE SOUGHT OF ANY GENUINE RETAIL 
LIBRARY BUSINESS, together with Freehold Premises, in 
good position in principal shopping street of any town 
with population over 10,000, within about fifty miles of 
London, of which the owner would consider disposing 
privately, for family investment. 


Please write :—Mr. Mackie, Samson Clarks, 57, Mortimer 
Street, London, W.!. 


well on the way to completion. Total circulation was 
higher by 99,110 than last year’s figures. A Gramophone 
Record Library is being cStablished. The need for a 
branch library in the Edgware distrié is brought more 
forcibly to notice by the inadequacy of the present 
temporary affair in a portion of a civic restaurant. 


Hornsey.—Borough Librarian, W.B. Stevenson, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 94,459. Rate, 
5.951d. Income from Rate, £24,942. Total 
Stock, 118,680. Additions, 12,607. With- 
drawals, 18,196. Total Issues, 910,880. 
Tickets in force, 59,801. Branches, 3. 
1 Travelling Library. 

This is the soth Annual Report of the Libraries’ 
Committee, and contains a brief sketch of the eStablish- 
ment and progress of the service. During the past year 
the highest number of books issued from the lending 
libraries was achieved. Overall circulation showed an 
increase of 59,260. A new service Started during the 
year was the delivery of books to the bedridden and 
infirm. Plans are in hand for modetnising and extending 
the Highgate Branch. 

IpswicuH.—Chief Librarian, Miss D. M. White, 
B.A., F.L.A. Population (eSt.), 103,400. 
Rate, 6.2d. Income from Rate, £15,925. 
Total Stock, 130,711. Additions, 10,522. 
Withdrawals, 3,990. Total Issues, 838,882. 
Tickets held, 74,870. Branches, 4. 1 
Delivery Station. 

The Central Lending Library had a record year, 
finishing with an issue total never before reached. 
Aggregate circulation was 36,705 more than in the 
previous year. A Chief Cataloguer was appointed, and 
the arrears of work on the catalogue are rapidly being 
cleared up. The extension of the Central building is still 
under consideration. It is hoped that a school library 
service will soon be established. 


Librarian, |. F. Smith, 
F.R.S.A., F.S.A.(Scot.). Population, 791,800. 
Rate, 4.33d. Income from Rate, £110,897. 
Total Stock, 618,953. Additions, 88,651. 
Withdrawals, 56,260. Total Issues, 6,310,192. 
Tickets held, 201,667. Branches, 23. 

Statistics forthe lending libraries refleét a successful 
year’s work. The number of registered readers attained 

a new record, while book circulation was increased in all 

departments. Home reading issues were 270,969 more 

than in the previous year, and total circulation showed 
an increase of 87,65 1. A new branch library to serve the 

Belle Vale area of Gateacre was opened in May, 1948. 

Plans are being prepared for further branch libraries 

on new housing exates. The Library at H.M. Prison, 

Walton, was taken over by the Public Libraries in 
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Oétober last. Successful efforts were made to arrest the 
declining issues in the Young People’s Libraries, with 
the result that an increase was recorded for the first 
time in three years. 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News oF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


\nother Unesco publication which has 
reached us is The Popularization of Science 
through Cheap Books, by J. L. Crammer. This 
report does not in any way claim to be 
exhaustive, but its fifteen pages contain a 
mass of digested, comparative information of 
considerable interest. It should be acquired by 
all librarians who have Science colleétions. 


So far as is known very few libraries in this 
country have yet purchased the Cwmulative 
Catalog of Library of Congress Printed Cards. 
Those which are contemplating doing so may 
be interested in the results of an inquiry at 
Amherst College on the use made there of the 
Catalog. A record was kept for a period of one 
week, during which it was found that cata- 
loguers used it 60 per cent., acquisitions Staff 
30 per cent., and all others, including readers, 
10 per cent. 


\s a measure of international co-operation, 
and in response to an appeal for assistance in 
building up Nottingham University Library, 
the Library of Congress has presented to that 
Library 155 of its publications. Mr. Flack, 
Nottingham University Librarian, will probably 
welcome other assistance in his effort to make 
his Library adequate to the needs of the new 
and youngest University in Britain. 


Louvain University Library is rapidly rising 
again from its ruins. The structure is pro- 
gressing well, and the collections are increasing 
daily. In July $1000 worth of new books were 
sent to the Library from CARE. 


Mr. George Tomlinson, Minister of Educa- 
tion, appointed the following to be members 
of the United Kingdom Delegation to the 
4th session of the Unesco General Conference, 
held in Paris trom the 19th September to 6th 
Ottober, 1949 :- 

Mr. D. R. Hardman, M.P., Parliarnentary 

Secretary to the Minister of Education. 

Earl Russell, O.M., F.R.S. 

Sir Ronald Adam, Bt., G.C.B., D.S.O. 

F.R.S., Chairman of the British Council. 


Sir David Brunt, F.R.S., Sc.D., Physical 
Secretary, the Royal Society. 

Sir John P. R. Maud, K.C.B., C.B.E., 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Edu- 
cation. 

As alternative delegates the following were 

appointed :— 

Mr. B. B. Thomas, Permanent Secretary, 
Welsh Dept., Ministry of Education. 

Mr. W. F. Ward, C.M.G., Educational 
Adviser, Colonial Office. 

It will be noted that Sir Ronald Adam was 
appointed in his capacity of Chairman of the 
British Council and not as President of the 
Library Association. 


A recent Library of Congress report of its 
Rare Books Division makes possible an 
interesting comparison, which is referred to in 
the latest report of the Henry E. Huntington 
Library. During the twenty years of its 
existence as a separate unit, the L. of C. 
Division had 433,415 books consulted by its 
readers. For the same period, the comparable 
figure for the Rare Book Department of the 
Huntington Library is 331,962 ; if the number 
of rare books consulted by the Huntington 
Staff is added, the grand total becomes 650,000. 
Given the fact that twenty years ago the 
Huntington Library was just emerging from 
the status of a private collection, its record in 
this particular is the more impressive. 


No inroad could be made during the year 
on the accumulation of uncatalogued books in 
the Huntington Library, numbering almost 
10,000. Indeed, this accumulation or backlog 
continues to grow because of the imbalance 
that has existed and Still exists between the rate 
of accessions and the capacity of the under- 
manned Catalogue Department. 


Dr. Marjorie Plant’s survey, under the 
auspices of the Rockefeller Foundation, of 
The Supply of Foreign Books and Periodicals to the 
Libraries of the United Kingdom was hampered 
by the fact that although 221 librarians filled in 
most of the questionnaire, only 130 were able 
to give the Statistics, by country, of their 
foreign accessions, and that, sometimes, only 
after hours of laborious counting. In_ her 
report, published by the Library Association, 
Dr. Plant remarks that “it is a disturbing 


thought that the great majority of librarians 
are unable to say, with any exactitude, how 
much material they have been acquiring from 
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a particular country, and what kind of material 
it is.” That librarians should be able to say 
“ what kind of material it is”’ is certain; but 
it matters little from where the material comes. 
An important work on say, archaeological 
research in Tibet, might be published in any 
country or any language: so long as it is 
acquired it is not of any special importance 
from which country it was purchased. A 
curious faét emerges from Dr. Plant’s survey : 
Cambridge, Durham, Leeds, London and 
Reading Universities and University College, 
London, would buy more from abroad if they 
could get the books ; but, on the other hand 
the Scottish Universities of St. Andrews, 
Glasgow and Aberdeen find no difficulty in 
obtaining as much foreign material as they 
require. The report is an important one, and 
much credit is due to Dr. Marjorie Plant. 


A volume of studies in honour of Dr. Josef 
Bick has been issued by the Austrian National 
Library on the completion by Dr. Bick of 25 
years’ service in the Library. 


It is hoped to publish, at half-yearly 
intervals, a miscellany of short notes on 
matters of interest arising out of the ordinary 
work of the Durham Libraries or pertaining to 
the bibliography of the City and County. A 
small group of bibliophiles based on the Dur- 
ham University and Chapter Libraries have 
agreed to support the project. The editor, 
Mr. D. G. Ramage, Durham University 
Librarian, is to be congratulated both on his 
initiative in setting this useful project on foot 
and on the excellence of the first issue of The 
Durham Philobiblon, which, small though it is, 
maintains a good standard throughout. The 
longest contribution consists of supplementary 
entries to the Bibliographical Society’s Dic- 
tionaries of Printers and Booksellers. 


ABGILA, the new Journal of the Indian 
Library Association, the first two issues of 
which have now reached us, is naturally some- 
what on the lines of the Library Association 
Record, but it contains rather longer articles. It 
must be allowed, in all modesty, that the 
Standard of some of the articles may be con- 
sidered with profit, by some writers in the 
L.A.R. 


Libraries concerned to secure out-of-print 
issues of the following periodicals should write 
direét to Unesco Clearing House for Periodical 


gt 


A CORDIAL 
INVITATION 


is extended to Librarians to visit 

our showrooms, where a com- 

prehensive range of new and 

second-hand fiction, non-fiction 

and technical titles is always 
available. 


STONEHAM’S 
Public Library 
Services Ltd. 


114 Shaftsbury Avenue 


(CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS) 
W.C.z2. 


TELEPHONE: TEMPLE BAR 2821/2 


An Essential Reference Book 


NOW READY 


MEDICAL BOOKS, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTORS 
by JOHN L. THORNTON, A.L.A. (Librarian, 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College). 
A study of Bibliography and the Book Trade 
in relation to the Medical Sciences. With an 
Introduction by G. L. Keynes. Demy. 8vo, 
cloth. 20 illus. (including 12 plates). A history 
of Medicine from the bibliographical point of 
view. With chronological lists of Medical 
Societies and Institutions, Medical Libraries and 
Institutions housing large Medical Collections, 
and a 26 pp. bibliography. £1. 1Ss. net 


LONDON 
GRAFTON & CO., 
51, Great Russell St., W.C.1 
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Reproductions, stating which issues they need : 
Nature, Architectural Review, The Economist, 
Revue Générale des Sciences Pures et Appliqueés, 
Journal of L:xperimental Medicine, Journal of 
Biological Chemistry, Review of Economic Statistics. 
The price of each reproduced issue will be the 
same as that originally set by the publishers. 


\t the 218t Annual Joint Conference of the 
Birmingham and Distriét, the North Western 
and North Midland Branches of the Library 
\ssociation, held at the Palace Hotel, Buxton, 
from Oétober 7th to oth, an attendance of 
about 150 delegates heard papers by Mr. Roy 
Stokes, F.L.A., Head of the School of 
Librarianship at Loughborough College, on 
“The Library and the School”; by Mr. H. 
Dyson, A.L.A., Chief Assistant, Stattord 
Public Library, on “ Reference Libraries in 
medium sized towns”; and by Mr. G. B. 
Cotton, F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Swinton 
and Pendlebury Public Library, on Fiction in 
Public Libraries”. Extension activities’ 
included a Civic Reception by the Mayor of 
Buxton (Mr. Councillor G. A. Williams, 
M.S.M., J.P.) and a visit to the Hucklow 
Village Theatre, where Dr. L. du Garde Peach 
showed members round behind the scenes. 
Dr. Peach was to have addressed the Con- 
ference, but in his unavoidable absence his 
place was taken by Mr. C. Nowell, F.L.A., who 
ably led an impromptu discussion on a variety 
of topics, which provided a~ lighthearted 
conclusion to an enjoyable and instructive 
week-end. 


Mr. Hugh Paget, British Council Area Officer 
for the South Midlands, left London by air 
on November 2nd to leéture for the Council in 
West Africa on “ The Art of Reading ” and 
‘* Literature and Life.” 

His talks will deal with the appreciation of 
different kinds of books, and will be designed 
to Stimulate interest in reading and in the 
building up and use of libraries. 


He is visiting Nigeria from November 3rd 
to December 15th, the Gold Coast from 
December 15th to January roth, Sierra Leone 
from January toth to 2zoth, and the Gambia 
from January 2zoth to 28th, addressing all 
types of audiences, both in cities and up- 
country. 


educational and 


Deeply interested — in 
cultural developments in the Colonies, par- 
ticularly community education, Mr. Paget is 


convinced of the necessity for colonial people 
to Study their own history, and is at present 
engaged in writing a social history of Jamaica. 

Before his appointment to Oxford as Area 
Officer in 1948, he spent five years in Jamaica 
as the British Council’s first Northern Carib- 
bean Representative-and was Chairman of the 
Community Education Committee, founder 
and Hon. Secretary of the Jamaica Historical 
Society, a Member of the Board of Governors 
of the Institute of Jamaica, and Chairman of 
the Archives Committee and of the Arts and 
Crafts Committee. 

Born in Canada, Mr. Paget was educated at 
schools in England, Canada and the West 
Indies and at the University of Oxford. He has 
made one previous visit to West \frica. 


Reviews 

Sayers (W. C. B.) James Duff Brown Manual 
of Library Economy. 6th edn., 1949. 603 
pp. (London, Grafton. 35s. od. net). 


How welcome is this new edition, both to Student 
and the fully qualified librarian alike, and what a debt 
is owed to Mr. Berwick Sayers. Perhaps of all library 
textbooks “ THE MANUAL,” as it is commonly 
called, is the best known and most used. 

The new edition, extensively re-written, contains 
all that is basic in professional library training, and so 
provides the corner-stone upon which all specialisation 
and further reading on librarianship can be based. 

Of course, it does not include everything, nor does 
it claim to be entirely up-to-date—the very faé that it 
has taken two years to be produced by the printer is 
sufficient evidence to exculpate the author against that 
charge—but nonetheless is invaluable. 

Whatever has been omitted or superseded, c.g., 
prison libraries, the changes in the “ Scheme of Conditions 
of Service,” and the syllabus of the' L.A. Examinations, 
can easily be reétitied by the individual possessor of this 
new edition. 

Considering all the difficulties which beset pub- 
lishers today, much can be forgiven, and it would be 
manifestly unfair to over-emphasize minor defeéts. Both 
to Mr. Sayers and to the publishers, all librarians owe a 
debt that once more “ THE MANUAL ” is available 
and as up-to-date as any such book could be. AGSE. 


New Nursery Ruymes For True 
Aim, 27, George Street, Manchester, 1. 
6d. net. 

Reverting to our issue of February this year and the 
article headed ‘‘ Nursery Rhymes,” on 156, the 
tirst booklet in this ideology is now to hand. It contains 
‘24 Revised Nursery Rhymes,”’ on twelve pages, all 
coloured and drawn ideally for the early age, for which 
they are intended. The booklet contains a deep philo- 
sophical and psychological background, and although 
this forerunner is too small for library use, it seems that 
all the literary world should become aware of its aim 
prior to larger books being published, and which are 
now being prepared. 
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Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSION AL 


JENNER (Edward) Wellcome Historical Medical 
Museum. Catalogue of an Exhibition of 
Books, Manuscripts and Relics Com- 
memorating the Bicentenary of Edward 
Jenner, 17 May, 1749-26 Jan., 1823. 
Frontis. Geoffrey Cumberlege; Oxford 
University Press. 2s. od. net. 

rhe strength of the Wellcome Museum is well 
shown in this colleétion of Jennerian Books, MSS. and 

Relics. The history of smallpox and the use of smallpox 

inoculation before the discovery of vaccination are 

fully represented in the exhibition. 

Lawrie (L. G.) A Bibliography of Dyeing and 
Textile Printing : comprising a list of books 
from the sixteenth century to the present 
time (1946). Chapman & Hall. 15s. od. net. 

lhe bibliography of special subjeéts is of great 
importance, and especially when the subjeét is one of the 
trades and industries that find their origin in the early 
years of the Printing Art. Dyeing and Bleaching come 
into this category, and the author of this work has 
produced a useful guide to the literature of his subjeét. 

He seems, however, to have omitted a few authors, such 

as Bulos, Chubb, D’Appligny, Debeaux, Girard and 

Laire, Maier, Meineke, Merklein, Wright (G.) and 

Zattoni. Those on Dyeing and on Textile Printing 

the following: Asgill, Gervais, Gordin, Méresse, 

Offterdingen, Rey and Tennent. These are all mentioned 

in Peddie’s Subjeét Index of Books up to and including 

1880, of which the author has apparently only seen the 

3rd Series. The three other series should have been 

consulted. It may be pointed out that the years 1800 and 
1g00 are not parts of the 19th and 2oth century 
respectively. ‘The author seems to believe with the late 

German Kaiser (and very few other people) that these 

years begin the century instead of ending it. 

MAxwe t (Leslie F.), Compiler. A Bibliography 
of the Law of British Colonies, Proteétorates 
and Mandated Territories. Being Volume 
VII of Sweet & Maxwell’s Legal Biblio- 
grahpy. Sweet & Maxwell. 15s. od. net. 

Volume 6 of this important work dealt with 

\ustralasia, and this volume follows with all the legal 

literature of the other Colonies and Dependencies. The 

Ordinances, Laws, and Treatises on the Laws of all the 

Colonies, from Jamaica and Ceylon to Brunei and other 

newer col mies. 


Rocuepteu (Charles Alfred) Bibliography of 
French Translations of English Works. 


1700-1800. Introduction by D. F. Bond, 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press ; 
British Agents: Cambridge University 


Press. 27s. 6d. net. 

_ The influence of English thought on French 
opinion can be traced to some extent by a Study of this 
valuable work. It forms an important bibliography, 


BELFAST. 
TO LIBRARIANS. 


Opportunity occurs to rent shop in 


busiest Belfast Arcade. Possession 
shortly. No premium. Moderate 
rental. 


Apply :—Owners, Box No. 516. 
“The Library World’, 51 Gt. Russell St., W.C.1 


with its main catalogue followed by lists of anonymous 

works, translations 6f unidentified works, colle&tions 

of works translated from English and a very useful 

Classified Index at the end. 

GENERAL 

BRITANNICA Book of the YEAR 1949. Prepared 
under the general editorial direétion of 
Walter Yust, editor of the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. Frontis. portrait, illus. Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, Ltd. sos. od. net. , 

Many librarians will welcome the appearance, for 
the first time since 1939, of this annual summary of 
world events. The present volume has been compiled 
by many leading authorities on their subjects. ‘The work 
extends to more than seven hundred pages, and contains 
numerous illustrations. The historical, political and 
economical events of 1948 are recorded, and the steps 
taken to end the economic decline in Europe, largely 
the legacy of World War Il. are epitomised. Also 
recorded are the outstanding developments in industry, 
science, arts, and other subjeéts too numerous to 
mention, This excellent produétion is completed with 
a full index. 

Doster (J. Frank) A Vaquero of the Brush 
Country. Frontis., illus. Hammond. 15s. od. 
net. 

It is always of interest to get first-hand information 
about the Wild Wet in the place of fi€tional descriptions. 
This is not simply the biography of one man, but is a 
combination of range adventurings and features of the 
early cattle days, hitherto little known. The main 
character, however, is the old-time vaquero, John 
Young, who was trail driver, hog chaser, sheriff, 
hunter of Mexican bandits, horse-thief killer, etc. It is 
a most colourful story of ranches on the Texas Pan- 
handle and Chisholm Trail. 


Hersert (A. P.) Mr. Gay’s London. Frontis., 


illus. Benn. 9s. 6d. net. 

The social, and for that matter, the unsocial life 
of the London prototypes that were charaéterized by 
John Gay in The Beggar’s Opera is clearly revealed by 
the author. Highwaymen, pickpockets, hussies, 
burglars and others occupy this Stage of 1732, and the 
lurid incidents of their lives are taken from an old copy 
of the Proceedings of the London Sessions of the time. 
The record is not exaétly frightening, and there is no one 
more able than Sir Alan to make the most of the 
humour and pathos of his characters, 
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Kekwick (James) A Supplement to Town and 
Country Planning Law. Stevens. 25s. od. 


net. 

rhe Town and Country Planning A@, 1947, has 
been in full operation for some time, together with all 
the most important Regulations, with the exception of 
those ena¢ted tor the purpose of making claims under 
Seétion 59 (War Damage) scheme. This excellent 
supplement to the main volume contains tables of 
Statutes and cases, together with a noter-up to the main 
volume. There are also full appendices and a copious 
index 
LANpbAU (Rom) Human Relations. 

16s. od. net. 

rhe vast survey of human relations covered by this 
work is very creditably and logically carried out : sub- 
divided, chapterised and voluminously indexed. It 
includes the ceaseless interplay of characters, tempera- 
ments and personalities, and touches a host of factors 
and situations in day-to-day life. There is lightness and 
laughter as well as merciless analysis where necessary, 
and the author has shown much shrewdness and 
courage as well as sympathy and insight. For those who 
at times find existence baffling, cheerless, meaningless, 
or well-nigh unbearable, here is a work in which thev 
may find comfort 


Faber. 


LANDRETH (Helen) The Pursuit of Robert 
Emmet. Illus. Dublin: Browne and 
Nolan. 21s. od. net. 

\ full and ambitious biography of Robert Emmet 
the originator of a short-lived rebellion, which ended 
tragically enough in his failure, trial and execution. The 
author was fortunate in obtaining access to portraits and 
other illustrative matter of the Emmet family, as well as 
to many anecdotal stories which she gathered from 
various relations and worked into this satisfactory 
whole. 

MeGroz (R. L.) Profile Art Through the 
\ges. A Study of the use and significance 
of Profile and Silhouette from the Stone 
\ge to Puppet Films. Frontis. and over 200 
illus. Art Trade Press. 25s. od. net. 

Art based on outlines and shadows provides the 
author with a wonderful Story of human effort from 
prehistoric art to the most artistic developments of film 
technique. The wealth and variation of illustrations are 
a mine of instructive suggestions for designers in all 
mediums. The persistence through the ages of outlines 
and filled-in silhouettes is a remarkable feature of this 
form of art in all countries, and there is much to interest 
the archacologist as well as the art Student and general 
readc r. 

Mitner (C. Douglas) Making Lantern Slides 
and Filmstrips. Technique and Practice of 
the Transparency. Illus. Focal Press. 9s. 6d. 
net. 

The author had the idea of helping three main 
groups of people when he wrote his book. Firstly, 
those who use photography as a valuable aid to other 
work; secondly, those whose main interest is in 
pictorial work as such; and thirdly, those expert in 
slide technique. In these pages, therefore, is enough 
matter to interest not only these groups but many more 
who desire to take up the Study of such matters as a 
hobby. They may become so engrossed that the hobby 


may actually turn out to be something more lucrative 

and permanent. 

More (Jasper) The Land of Italy. Col, 
frontis., illus. Batsford. 18s. od. net. 

rhe intelligent reader or traveller who wishes to 
vain more knowledge of Italy will find much in this work 
that will be of interest, and will be enabled through Study 
to choose which part of Italy to visit and be certain of 
seeing everything worth while during his visit. ‘The 
author has a great intimacy with the country, his main 
preoccupation being architecture, but he is also informa- 
tively witty and urbane on such items as food and wine 
and the best ways of getting about whether in the 
Alps and lakes in the north or Sicily in the south. It is 
an ideal book for those who contemplate an Italian 
holiday. 

Ocie (Arthur) The Tragedy of Lollards’ 
Tower. Illus. Pen-in-Hand. 21s. od. net. 

The manner of Richard Hunne’s death was a 
long-vexed question. Arrested for heresy, this well- 
known merchant and freeman of the City of London, 
whose death occurred in 1514, became the subject of 
serious controversy as to how he came by it. A verdict 
of wilful murder was brought in against the Bishop of 
London’s Chancellor, Dr. Horsey, and Mr. Ogle has 
thoroughly thrashed out the matter, having found new 
evidence which he has worked up into a full-length 
biography. 

Osrrow (Albert A.) The Complete Card 
Player. Illus. Bodley Head. 15s. od. net. 

Card players will rejoice in this highly specialised 
volume, which describes praétically every card game 
known to players in the English-speaking countries. 
he author's intention is not only to show how 
the games should be played, but to teach quickly 
and simply how to play them. To this end many 
diagrams have been inserted in the text. Technical 
terms are also explained. More than 350 games and 
their variations have been included, and a_ special 
section is devoted to Patience games. An ambitious 
book, which will appeal to thousands of card-players. 
Packer (foy) Grey Mistress. Frontis., portrait. 

Eyre & Spottiswoode. ‘15s. od. net. 

Many readers will remember the pleasure they had 
in reading that racy earlier autobiography by this 
writer, entitled Pack and Follow, and this later volume 
by the South African-born wife of Vice-Admiral H. A. 
Packer is equally entertaining. The remorseless Grey 
Mistress is, of course, her husband’s ship, and in a 
sense this volume is a continuation of the first, and is 
the Story of how a naval wife made her own life 
between 1939 and 1948. It is a colourful story of people 
and places, happy times and sad partings, and wherever 
these take place the human clement is uppermost. We 
prediét that librarians will be frequently asked for this 
bo« 

Peretra (Arthur), Ed. Manual of Sub 
Standard Cinematography. Illus. Fountain 
Press. 21s. od. net. 

This excellent manual is based on an expert trans- 
lation of the most popular continental book, Le Cinema 
d’ Amateur, and is completely revised and _ largely 
rewritten by the editor, who is one of the mot 
knowledgeable cinematographers in Britain. All the 
essentials are adequately dealt with in 484 pages, 
comprising 23 chapters and 250 illustrations. It is an 
up-to-date and voluminous reference work, 
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Section 7 


NEW .. 
NURSERY RHYMES 
. . . FOR OLD 


See Book Reviews 


In view of our belief that this 
little book should be studied at 
once by all thinking literary 
people and others, we are taking 
the liberty of inserting this 
order sheet. 


To: “ TRUE AIM” Tel. CEN. 0204 
27 George Street, 
MANCHESTER.!. 
Please send me..............000.-. Copy(ies) post free, 
remittance enclosed. 
s. d. 
| Copy 9 
2 Copies 
3 
6 
12 64 
24 Me 12 6 
For larger quantities kindly enquire for trade 


IN BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE. 


A. W. ALLSOP, Printer 43-45, York Street, C.-on-M., Manchester, | 
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Puitiips (John M.) American Silver. Illus., 
some in colour. Parrish. 15s. od. net. 

The second volume of the beautiful series of 
“ American Crafts ”’ will fill a niche on the shelves of 
colle&tors of rare silver, and of every Student interested in 
the subjeét. At first American silver was modelled on 
the English forms, but later the silversmiths on the 
other side began to indulge their individual tastes, and 
some remarkable developments took place in the art. 
The author is the Direétor of Yale University, and very 
ably has he fulfilled his task. 

Por (Edgar Allan) The Centenary Poe. Tales, 
Poems, Criticism, Marginalia and Eureka. 
Edited and with an Introduction by 
Montague Slater. Bodley Head. 15s. od. 
net. 

The seleétion of Poe’s writings contained in this 
volume totals some 300,000 words, and includes 
twenty-one Tales, four Colloquies, nineteen Poems and 
the little-known Earcka, as well as Criticisms and 
Marvinalia. These make a representative collection of 
Poe’s works. The important Introduétion may perhaps 
be regarded as the best part of the whole, for it throws a 
clear light on Poe as a man, a poet and a writer of eerie 
Stories. The tragedy of his life is here revealed, and 
readers of every kind will welcome this tribute to the 
genius of a great writer. 

Rose (William), Ed. Essays on Goethe. Illus. 
Cassell. 16s. od. net. 

This symposium, which has been prepared to 
commemorate the bi-ce 1tenary of Goethe’s birth, is in 
every respeét a scholarly produétion by eight well-known 
authorities on the subjeét, who have combined their 
appreciations and comments on various aspects of the 
poet’s life and works. 

SmirH (Henry) Introduction to the Study of 
Economics. Sylvan Press. ros. 6d. net. 

Everyone is forced by present-day conditions to 
be interested in economics, and this timely introduétion 
should be welcomed by librarians cager to assist 
Students to Study vital current problems. The author is 
well-qualified to write on the subjeét, and he presents 
the reader with an admirable exposition in non- 
technical terminology. 

Wituramson (Hugh Ross) Four Stuart 
Portraits. Illus. Evans Bros. tos. 6d. net. 

Anything Mr. Williamson writes is worthy not 
only of addition to the public library but for the private 
citizen who likes to possess an intormative and most 
lively account of some of the romantic periods in our 
island story. The Stuart dynasty has been the subject of 
many writers, in prose, plays, poetry and biography, 
but Mr. Williamson has made for himself a special 
niche in historical biography with his erudite books on 
King James I, George Villiers, John Hampden, Charles and 
Cromell, in addition to writing three successful 
historical novels. The four charaéters dealt with in the 
present work played leading roles in the great drama 
of the Stuart period. They were Sir Balthazar Gerbier, 
Lancelot Andrewes, Sir John Eliot and Col. Thomas 
Rainsborough. Much research has been made by the 
author, and the sources are quoted at the end of the 
volume. 


Yarers (Haydie) Seventy Miles From a Lemon. 
Hammond. tos. 6d. net. 
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The Yates family had had enough of New York 
and decided that Wyoming was the place in which to 
Start a new life. They began at the very beginning, even 
coing so far as to build a log cabin, which, when 
completed, had the appearance of ‘‘ an carthquake- 
Stricken chicken house.”” Then came the buying of 
Stock, ploughing of land, and all the paraphernalia of 
settling-in, which are described in a cheery and readable 
volume by the woman who did so much to achieve a 
real home of her own. Her Story of the lamb, Calvin, 
when she bathed him in Lux, and her description of the 
life of the cowboys make bright spots in a strenuous 
account of life in a comparative wilderness. 

FICTION 
Laski (Marghanita) Little Boy Lost. Frontis. 
Cresset Press. 9s. 6d. net. 

Hilary Wainwright saw his son on the day of his 
birth in Paris. Later the child is lost in France, and 
Hilary spends a heartrending time in finding out what 
has become of him. The story is divided into four 
sections, Loss, Search, Ordeal and Judgment. <A 
trenchant story which will strike to the heart of many a 
mother who has lost her child. 

McFre (William) Family Trouble. Faber. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The love episodes of the elusive Jack Bannister 
run like an underground current in the stream of Mr. 
and Mrs Spenlove’s daily lives. For those readers who 
like a discursive novel, here is one which will suit 
them. Mr. McFee is an artist in descriptive writing, but 
it would do little harm if he had a more construétive 
Story to give his many readers. 

PuitippeE (Charles Louis) Marie Donadieu. 
Translated by Violet Hudson. Grey Walls 


Press. 9s. 6d. net. 
The story of Marie Donadieu is the human Story 
of the life lived by many women in the Paris of the 
pre-war period of 1900-1914, told by an artist and 
admirably translated. It is well for English readers to 
become acquainted with French literature of the period 
in question, but it might be better still if they could read 
the works of authors in the class of Phillipe in their 
original editions. 
Prokoscu (Frederic) Storm and Echo. Faber. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The author's title does not lead the reader to 
expe&t the tale he unfolds in his new novel, which 
concerns a lurid account of a journey through equatorial 
Africa, peopled as it is by strange human beings and 
Still Stranger animals and reptiles. The very chapter 
headings bristle with fearsome names of beasts, birds 
and inseéts, and the four men who set out to reach 
Nagala, a mountain that no man had ever set eyes on. 
Possibly the whole is meant to be symbolical, for 
Prokosch is a poct, and he concerns himself with an 
attempt to divulge to man the inner meaning of his 
own soul, 
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SincLain (Upton) One Clear Call. Werner 


Laurie. 15s. od. net. 

In his Ninth volume of the World’s End Series, 
Mr. Upton Sinclair gives a remarkably vivid picture of 
pratticaliy every nation’s position during the fateful 
vears of 1943 and 1944. His portraits of Roosevelt, 
Hitler, Mussolini, Ciano, and other great figures of the 
war are trenchant and to the point. Lanny Budd is as 
alive as ever, and his spying capabilities are keen and 
cleverly described. ‘The whole forms a great epic of the 
period and will stand out for many vears as a great 
historical panorama, which no reader can afford to 
miss. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
\CCOUNTANT’S JOURNAL, Oétober, 1949.— 
\.L.A. BULLETIN, September, 1949.—BULLETIN 
POR LIBRARIES (UNESCO), September, 1949.— 
ENQUIRY, O8.-Nov., 1940.—FREE TRADER, 
September-O@ober, 1949.—THE LIBRARIAN, Oc- 
tober, 1949.—LIBRARY ASSISTANT, September- 
October, 1949. LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
RECORD, September and O€ober, 1949.—-LIBRARY 
\SSOCIATION READERS’ GUIDE, New Series, 
No. 4 \GRICULTURE. LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS PUBLIC AFFAIRS BULLETIN, No. 71, 
July, 1949. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS QUARTER- 
LY JOURNAL, August, 1949.—ST. PANCRAS 
JOURNAL, O€ober, 1949.—STEEL NEWS, Oétober, 
1949. —WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, September 
and Oétober, 1949. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
THe Lrprary Wor vp.” 
October, 1949. 
Sir,—May I echo the last point in your 
paragraph on overdue books in public 
libraries ? Damages for books not returned 
after due notice may quite legally be recovered 
by applying to the division concerned of the 
High Courts for a writ for detinue under 
common law. The procedure is, of course, 
likely to be far more costly than the damages 
suffered by the library authority, and would in 
my opinion be an abuse of the Courts con- 
cerned if this procedure were followed for all 
unrecovered items. The case would beyond 
doubt in normal circumstances relating to 
overdues be decided against the reader. It 
would at the best be a lesson to other offenders, 
but not suitable as a routine method. Alter- 
natively, the County Courts would probably 
always consider favourably an application for 
the recovery of fines as damages (not as a 
penalty) and overdue literature without the 
blessing of the Ministry of Education’s 
Bye-laws. In this case the proceedings would 
be instituted by plaint for detinuc, again under 
common law. The point is that libraries are as 
fully protected by the rights of restitution of 
property with accompanying damages as any 


individual or corporate body is under common 
law, which does not seem at all clearly under- 
Stood. | have, in faét, so recovered a number 
of books which were not returned. It was 
explained that the fines were a liquidation of the 
library’s damages for an unauthorised use of 
Stock (i.e., use beyond the period provided for 
in the rules) and that the claim for the price of 
the books was a liquidation of damages for 
the library authority’s continued inability to 
enjoy the use of the stock concerned. Although 
the occasion was at least ten years ago | 


remember that the judge who presided 
accepted my premises, but was not sure that 
my card-charging system was a proof that the 
readers had received the books because of the 
chance of a mistake in charging. The readers 


settled the point by not denying the loans, 
\fter that the library authority was repaid at 
the rate of a few pence a week for about a year 
in each case ! 

The position is not satisfactory, as the 
absence of a Bye-law to cover the point tends 
to give the quite erroneous impression to the 
public that their library is powerless to defend 
itself against those persons who are so ill-willed 
as to ignore requests for the return of property 
and appropriate compensation in the shape of 
fines for a temporary inability to make use of 
its property. The library authority can, with 
undoubted legality, charge fines if the amount 
is demanded as damages based on the infringe- 
ment of rules which a borrower agrees shall 
bind his relations with the library. The 
library, in common with every other corporate 
body and every individual in this country, is 
protected by common law, and needs no bye- 
laws nor Statutes to make the protection 
efiective. 

| am not sure that the best solution is not to 
abandon fines completely, ans use propaganda 
to enlist the active goodwill of borrowers, and 
then apply for a writ on a rare (well fairly rare) 
occasion as part of the propaganda. 

One wonders about the exact identity of the 
“recognised bureau of information” which 
your editorial quotes, apparently from the 
paper yncerned, whichever it was. The 
information may have had news value, but 
does not coincide with my experience in the 
matter, and it is a pity that such statements 
appear as they must cause annoyance locally. 

Yours, etc., 
Nevitte FE, Darn, 
Lecturer-in charge 
School of Librarianship. 
Leeds College of Commerce, Leeds. 
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